






INSTITUTE OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH









Right, David, what’s your full name?

Yes, David Albert Newham.  Newham.







I’m a retired design engineer.

And do you mind me asking you your date of birth?

13th of April 1938.

And where were you born and where did you live as a child?

I was born in Nottingham and I lived in Sneinton, the area of Sneinton, in Nottingham as a child, right until I got married.

Oh right, okay, and what were your parents doing when you were young?





So I was too far away when I went to grammar school, so she got a little part‑time job just working mornings.  It was folding net curtains.  Don’t ask me why, but two women – like you’d fold blankets or sheets – two women used to stand and they used to fold these net curtains.  I don’t know why.

Right, okay, and what was your first school?






And do you remember whether you were taught any history at either of those schools?





Yes, sorry, I, yes.

Can you remember a little bit about that?













Oh that’s very good.

Which was quite nice, but I’d got nothing to show my mother and father.  And do you know, ten years later, the first time I could vote was 21.  Ten years later, when I went to vote for the first time, and years after, we had the electoral boxes in that same room, and there was my boat still there after all those years.

Oh ten years later, most impressive.

Yes, yes, I couldn’t believe it.  I said to my mother, ‘There’s my boat!’





Oh that was good.

Yes, so it was kind of helping us really.  I notice you say about the books.  The books had pictures of the Vikings and the Anglo Saxons and the Roman soldiers and that, and it was very interesting, yes.


And that was when you were – what? – about...





That was when I started doing history.

And so, how did they actually teach you history at that school?

Well, it was like all my school life, talk and chalk.  They used to stand there at the front of the class and write on the blackboard.  And it was a blackboard then, not a green board or anything.  They used to talk and you’d have your book  in front of you and looking at the page and that and they’d talk about it and write on the blackboard, yes.

And was there any radio or anything like that?









What about trips out?  Did you ever do any trips to museums or places?

No, no, good heavens no!  Don’t do things like that, no!  We went to school.  We went to school.  We were taught.  We went home.  That was it.  Didn’t have any homework of course.  There was only one trip, which I remember distinctly to this day.  We had this teacher and he said there was going to be a film show in town and it was at the Victoria Hotel in the centre of Nottingham.  And he said, ‘I’ve managed to get places for 15 pupils to go to this film show, in the evening in your own time’.  And he says, ‘Anybody interested, just let me know’.  So I was one of those that went and went in our best clothes.  You know, we were told to look dressed properly.  And so we went and we had this film show, and basically, as far as I can remember, it wasn’t a film like Hollywood or anything like that.  It was almost like an advertising film for Cadbury’s.  It was all to do with Cadbury’s and chocolate and that.  I can’t...  I can’t remember a great deal about it.  We didn’t get any free samples or anything like that, but I mean it was nice.  We went out, but that was the only time, you see.  Because you see a lot of boys in my class in those days, just after the War, in winter, they would wear wellington boots and in summer plimsolls.  And that was it.  That was their footwear.  And if they got a bit too big for their boots and that, they had their toe ends cut off until their parents could afford to buy them new ones.  I mean, that wasn’t...  It wasn’t common.  I mean it was fairly rare, but it wasn’t unusual.  Nobody commented.  Nobody said anything.  You just accepted it.  Yes. So I was lucky, because I was an only child and my father was in steady work and getting good money, so I was okay.  I was lucky in that respect, yes.





Did you have any text books?





Of the Anglo Saxons and that, yes, yes.  As far as I can remember, we never took them home.  We didn’t take anything home.  We didn’t have homework.  We didn’t take any books home.  You used to look at them and then put them back at the end of the lesson and that would be it.  They’d be dished out again when we started anew next lesson.

And did you enjoy history there?











He got them before he got married and my parents were married in 1935.  Of course, when I was looking at them in 1945, you see, the pictures in them look ancient.  And there is a certain amount of history in them as well, so I think that’s where..  Thinking about it, I think that’s where I got my love of history from, yes.

Now, I think you did change schools at some point.  Tell me about that.











And your parents were happy for you to go.

Oh yes!  Yes, well, fortunately, as I say, my father had got a good job and I was the only one, so they could afford to pay for the uniform, because I mean, it must have been quite expensive.  I was kitted out from top to toe.  I had to have new plimsolls.  My father, I always remember, my father only about a few months before had bought me some new plimsolls and they were black, because that was the colour of the school.  This was for gym.  And when we got to my new school, the gym shoes were white, so my father said, ‘Oh, wear your black ones and see what happens’.  Anyway, of course...  There was a few of...  I wasn’t the only one.  A few of us had got these black gym shoes and we were told in no uncertain terms, ‘Come back next week with white ones’ and that was it, yes.

So did you find that they taught history differently at the grammar school?









Was it...?  How did the teacher teach?

Talk and chalk again, yes, usual.

But do you think it was because the teacher wasn’t as good that it was partly so boring?

The teacher was good, he was.  I liked him.  I mean, it helped by the fact that, at my school, you could take either hockey or football and I wasn’t very good at football, but I was quite good at hockey and he was our hockey teacher as well, so we had a bit of a rapport there.  And he was a nice chap.  I liked him, and yes, so it wasn’t the fault of the teacher.  It was the fault of the subjects, I think.  Quite honestly, thinking back, I think that the whole ethos – I don’t know whether it was just my school or whether it was the country‑wide – my thought was the whole ethos of grammar schools is they were a cut above the riffraff, as it were, and you had to be taught these fancy subjects – you know, the Corn Laws and things like that, not Anglo Saxons – you know,  not really ‘suitable’.

More appealing things, yeah.









Didn’t do things like that.

So you didn’t have any trips or anything at that school either.





And this one didn’t have radio either.

No, it didn’t have radios in the rooms, no.





Okay, now, did you stay on after 15 at that school?





With being a grammar school, the pupils normally left at 16.  They stayed on another year, an extra year, but I had to stay on a year after that, because with starting late at 13, you see...  When I started at the grammar school at 13, the same level as were children, boys and girls, who were only 12.

Oh okay, because they felt you were a year behind then.





So that was another factor, you see, that they had to bear in mind.  You know, people who were a bit short of money, you were going to be a year late before you were earning money.  And in fact, I remember one boy, he was very sad and I remember his name.  Ronald, his name was.  His parents, his father, retired and they took him out of school and he’d only got a year to go to finish, so he didn’t take his ‘O’ levels or anything because his parents said they couldn’t afford to keep him at school, now that his father had retired.  
[Noise – phone]

And so, did you do ‘O’ level history?

Yes, well, what happened there...?

Yeah, and did you have a choice, obviously?







I think the only reason I failed it was because the subject was so boring.

Yes, and had the, you know, leading up to taking the mock and the ‘O’ level, had the teaching been different at all?  I mean, did they concentrate on a particular period?

No, no, it just carried on as normal.

Right, so no, you didn’t feel as though  you were doing a set course or anything?





You could study.  I seem to recall that there wasn’t a huge gap between taking your mock and taking your actual ‘O’ levels.  I would imagine perhaps – I’m guessing now – but about two or three months, you see, and it was near the end of your year before you left, left school for good, so they weren’t too bothered about you not turning up to school for a lesson that you weren’t going to take the ‘O’ level with anyway.

Of course, yes.  Yeah, so, you didn’t stay on to do ‘A’ levels then.

No, no, I...  You see, in those days, if you stayed on at school to go to the sixth form to take ‘O’ levels, you did it solely for the purpose of going to university, at least at my school.

Oh okay.  No.









So what you would do is – I know that some people, some boys and girls in my era went on to become teachers – when they left school, they went straight on to teacher training college, but the majority of us left school and got a job.

Right, so what did you do then?





Oh okay, yes.  So you’ve sort of answered this, but do you think history was taught well while you were at school?





No, I felt deprived.





Do you think that was what sticks out?





But no, I can’t remember much about it.

And do you think that the history you were taught helped you feel proud of being British in any way?  Was there a kind of patriotic slant to it at all?

Not really, no. Because you see we were all proud of being British because we were all living through the War and just after the War, so there was that feeling of pride in being British throughout your whole life, you know, in your everyday life. You know, all the newspapers were showing, you know, we’ve advanced and so on and so forth, you know and, I mean, I knew we were going to win the War.  There was no question about it, even though I was five or six.  I knew we were going to win the War.  I’d have been disappointed, if we hadn’t, wouldn’t I?

Life would’ve been different!

Yes, I’d be talking to you in German now.

And have you done any history since you left school at all?  I mean, you know, some people do family history, or TV, you know, watch TV programmes.

I see you put here.

Yeah, there’s a million different things.





No, well, there’s no afraid.  It’s just interesting to know what people do.

I’d love to...  What I want is someone else to do it for me.

Love to know, yes.  









You see, so I like going.

Just in England or...























I haven’t joined a local history society because I haven’t really found one that exists in Nottingham.  I don’t know whether one exists.

Well, it sounds as though the civic society is kind of about history, really, yeah, so it’s...

Yeah, the civic society, that sort of thing, yes, yes.  
And I’ve never taken part in an archaeological dig and I’ve never been interested in a history degree.

Well, it’s just ideas.

Oh yes, that’s right.

You’ve obviously done quite a lot of those, actually. And do you think that the history from school has kind of encouraged you or helped you in being interested in the local history you’re obviously interested in, or do you think you were interested in it anyway?

I think I was interested in it anyway, yes, yes.  I think, certainly, the history I was taught at the grammar school would be enough to put anybody off history, you know, saying, ‘If that’s history, I don’t want to know about it!’  Yes, yeah.

And is there anything else that you think you would like to say about your history teaching, or do you think we’ve covered it all?















So you know, we were all the same.  We weren’t that very happy with the curriculum.









But you always had a text book, as well as the chalk and talk.

Yes, yes, yes, always had a text book, yes.

Right, and did you have to make notes from those.

Oh yes, we had to make notes and we had homework and that, yes.

Right and that would be – what? – essays and things.

I would imagine so, yes, yes.  I can’t remember a great deal about it, because you know, if you didn’t find it that interesting, you kind of blot it out of your mind, don’t you?
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